
Table Saw Magic: Casting Hexes, 
Cutting Circles, and Creating  
Raised Panels
Learn to use the table saw to do seemingly complex 
tasks. First we will cover basic parts of the tool and 
important safety considerations. We will then learn 
how to make a few jigs, and, with simple settings (and 
almost no measuring), we will work our charms.
Raymond Borsman has worked in construction for 
more than 30 years. He has taught carpentry and 
construction classes and led community groups in 
construction here and in Central America.
Saturday, October 5 ................10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.

Demystifying Plaster Repair
If you have an old house that has walls of lath and 
plaster, this is the workshop for you. Learn how to 
repair walls that are cracked, or where the plaster 
is pulling away from the lath, by using a bonding 
adhesive to reattach the plaster. We will learn how to 
assess problem areas, apply the adhesive, and finish 
the area for a smooth, even appearance.
Rory Brennan is owner of Big Wally’s Plaster Magic, 
based in Brattleboro, Vermont. He has been in 
business for 30 years and has been featured eight 
times on This Old House, including Ask This Old 
House.
Saturday, October 19 ..............10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.

Remodeling Older Homes
If you have an older home, learn how to preserve the 
character you love while also making updates to meet 
your needs. This workshop will offer tips on caring 
for an older home, including historic wood windows, 
approaches to large renovation projects, seasonal 
maintenance, ways to learn the history of your house, 
and paint color selection.
Sally Zimmerman is a preservation specialist and 
director of the Historic Homeowner Program at 
Historic New England.
Saturday, October 26 ..............9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.

Workshop Schedule
September
 21 Kitchen Design, Part 1 2:00–4:30
 28 Window Reglazing & Glass Replacement 10:00–2:00
 28 Kitchen Design, Part 2 2:00–4:30
October
 5 Table Saw Magic 10:00–2:00
 19 Plaster Repair 10:00–2:00
 26 Remodeling Older Homes  9:30–12:30
 26 Tiling 10:00–2:00

November
 2 Using a Router 10:00–2:00
 9 Installing Storm Windows 9:30–11:30
 9 Bathroom Remodeling 10:00-1:00
 16 Working with a Contractor, Part 1 9:30–12:30
 16 Window Rehab 10:00–2:00
 30 Working with a Contractor, Part 2 9:30–12:30
 30 Wood Restoration with Epoxy 10:00–2:00
December
 7 Heating Systems—Simplified  9:30–1:30
 7 Creative Wood Projects 10:00–2:00
 14 Window Rehab 10:00–2:00
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Workshop Policies
Participants may register for classes online at  
www.bostonbuildingresources.com/workshops, in person, or 
by phone (617-442-2262, ext. 1). Payment must be made 
at the time of registration. Cash, checks and credit cards are 
accepted. If you are unable to attend and wish to cancel your 
registration, you may do so under the following conditions:

1. If at least one week (seven days) or more before the class, 
you may receive a refund, less a $5 registration fee.

2. If cancellation occurs by 4:30 p.m. on the Tuesday before  
the class, you may receive a class credit, less a $5 
registration fee.

3. All other cancellations are nonrefundable and 
nontransferable.

Fees

 Standard Plus General 
Workshop Member Member* Public

Remodeling Older Homes,  $55 $30 $85 
Bathroom Remodeling, 
Heating Systems

Window Reglazing, Table Saw,  $65 $40 $95 
Plaster, Tiling, Router, Storm  
Windows, Window Rehab, Epoxy, 
Creative Wood Projects

Kitchen Design, Working 
with a Contractor  $90 $60 $120

To register, visit www.bostonbuildingresources.com/workshops or call 617-442-2262, ext. 1.

Kitchen Design 
(two-part workshop)
The kitchen is the heart of one’s home, and this 
two-part workshop will cover everything you need to 
know to design a kitchen that fits your lifestyle. In 
Part 1, we start with a basic floor plan and cover the 
many variables that must be considered: appliance 
standards, door and window openings, storage 
needs, and more. In Part 2, we examine cabinets 
and countertops—materials, styles, and price ranges. 
Participants may submit floor plans of their individual 
projects, and several will be examined in greater detail 
as time allows.
Patrick Shaughnessy is a kitchen designer at BBR. 
He has been designing kitchens since 2007, where 
he brings his experience working in kitchens as a 
professional chef.
Part 1: Saturday, September 21 ........ 2:00–4:30 p.m.
Part 2: Saturday, September 28 ........ 2:00–4:30 p.m.

Window Reglazing and  
Glass Replacement
Replacing a broken 
windowpane can be a 
very satisfying part of 
restoring an older window 
and will go a long way to 
making your home look 
its best. In this hands-
on workshop, you will 
learn how to remove old 
glazing putty, prepare 
the sash, and secure the 
new glass pane in place with points and fresh glazing. 
Participants should bring in a window sash to work on.
Vincent Dorio has been a carpenter for more than 20 
years. He has worked on small and large remodeling 
projects as a carpenter, supervisor, and manager. He is 
now the Receiver for the Reuse Center at BBR.
Saturday, September 28 .........................10:00–2:00
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Please feel free to park on Terrace Street  
when attending a workshop. The weekday two-hour  

parking limit is not in effect on Saturdays.



Fred Sullivan specializes in the restoration and weather-
sealing of historic windows and stained-glass windows 
in eastern Massachusetts and Rhode Island, including 
schools, churches, and other historic buildings.
Steve Gentile has been in the window restoration 
business for more than 20 years, specializing in 
restoring and weatherizing double-hung windows. His 
company is Arborway Restoration.
Saturday, November 16  
with Fred Sullivan ...................10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.
Saturday, December 14  
with Steve Gentile ..................10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.

Wood Restoration with Epoxy
Is rotted wood plaguing your windowsills, sashes, 
porch decking, column bases, wood gutters, or 
siding? With Flex-Tec epoxy, you can repair these 
areas without replacing the wood. It remains resilient 
and flexible so it can expand and contract with the 

Tiling
Gain a broad working knowledge of tiling, from 
subfloor to grout. Learn about ceramic and stone 
tiling, including materials, layout, cutting, and 
installation. Applications in bathrooms and kitchens 
will be addressed, and hands-on training will help 
participants learn tile-setting techniques. Whether 
you have a tiling project in mind or just want to better 
understand how tiles stay up on the walls, this class will 
stick with you!

Tom Fernandes is the principal of HTR Construction 
in Bedford. He is a skilled carpenter and project 
designer who brings a background in design and 
architecture to his work.
Saturday, October 26 ..............10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.

Using a Router
A router is a versatile woodworking tool that is used 
to shape and to produce finished edges. You can 
also use it to produce cutaways, holes, and contours. 
This class will cover the basics of the router, safety 
considerations, typical uses, and how different jigs and 
bits can be used in a wide variety of projects.
Raymond Borsman has been in the construction 
business for more than 30 years. He has taught 
numerous carpentry and construction classes and has 
led community groups in construction projects here 
and in Central America.
Saturday, November 2 .............10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.

Installing Storm Windows
High-quality storm windows and doors can go a long 
way to reducing energy loss in your home without 
compromising the home’s architectural style. With the 
right tools and an understanding of how to proceed, a 
homeowner can do the work him- or herself.
Wenes Negreli is the owner of Elite Company, a 
construction company specializing in windows, storm 

windows, replacement windows and doors, and home 
remodeling work. He has been working with BBR’s 
installed sales for more than five years.
Saturday, November 9 .............9:30 a.m.–11:30 p.m.

Bathroom Remodeling
The bathroom may be a small space, but having a nice 
(or not so nice) bathroom can have an outsize impact 
on your daily quality of life. Bathroom renovations 
involve many decisions that balance budget concerns 
with the features you want. This workshop will cover 
choices of materials, doing it yourself or hiring a 
contractor, and ways to build in accessibility, safety, 
ease of cleaning and maintenance, and water savings. 
Gain a general overview of what is involved and how 
much time and money you should be prepared to 
spend.
Tom Fernandes is the principal of HTR Construction 
in Bedford. He is a skilled carpenter and project 
designer who brings a background in design and 
architecture to his work.
Saturday, November 9 .............10:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.

Working with a Contractor:  
two-part workshop
Don’t let your home improvement project become 
a horror story. This workshop will help you avoid 
common pitfalls so that the end result of your project 
is in line with your expectations for both quality and 
budget. In Part 1, you will learn about how to define 
your own expectations for the work you need and 
how to find, evaluate, and choose a contractor, with a 
particular focus on maintaining good communication. 
In Part 2, we will discuss written contracts, change 
orders, schedules, budget, and requirements such 
as licensing, permits, zoning, inspections, and 
insurance. There will be plenty of time for discussion. 
Participants must enroll in both Parts 1 and 2.
Paul Kiefer has more than 20 years of experience as 
a woodworking contractor. He previously worked at 
BBR, coordinating deconstruction services for the 
Reuse Center.
Saturday, November 16 ...........9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Saturday, November 30 ...........9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.

Window Rehab
Make your home’s original windows work properly 
again! Instead of replacing older wood windows, 
learn to repair them and make them energy-efficient 
without compromising your home’s architectural style. 
Through demonstration and some hands-on, learn to 
disassemble double-hung windows, replace ropes, and 
install weather-stripping. Discuss methods to restore 
sashes and reinforce loose joints.

surrounding wood to stand the test of time. This 
hands-on workshop will include how to handle, 
apply, and shape this product for use in a variety of 
applications.
Steve Gentile has been in the window restoration 
business for more than 20 years, specializing in 
restoring and weatherizing double-hung windows. His 
company is Arborway Restoration.
Saturday, November 30 ...........10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.

Heating Systems—Simplified
Many homeowners think of a heating system as “the 
monster in the basement,” but, in reality, heating 
systems are not as intimidating as they may seem. In 
this class, we’ll cover hot water, forced hot air, and 
steam systems. We’ll explain how the furnace or boiler 
generates heat and how it is transported to your living 
area. You’ll receive answers to questions such as, 
“Why are some rooms in my house cold and others 
hot?” and “What is that banging I hear when the heat 
comes on?” We’ll also discuss ways to improve energy 
efficiency, review the cost-effectiveness of insulating 
pipes, and demonstrate how to do preventive 
maintenance and adjustments.
Brad White is a mechanical engineer in Boston with 
more than 35 years of experience in the design of 
HVAC systems. Brad is a registered Professional 
Engineer, a LEED accredited professional, certified 
energy manager and certified energy auditor (CEM 
and CEA) with the Association of Energy Engineers, 
and has been a valued BBR workshop teacher for 
many years.
Saturday, December 7 ...............9:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m.

Creative Wood Projects
This advanced class is for those who have already 
taken the Table Saw Magic and Using a Router classes, 
or who have equivalent experience with these tools. 
Putting together the use of the table saw and router, 
participants will learn techniques that can be applied 
to making creative projects such as tables, shelves, 
racks, or stands. Participants are encouraged to bring 
in their own router or wood material to work on.
Raymond Borsman has been in the construction 
business for more than 30 years. He has taught 
numerous carpentry and construction classes and has 
led community groups in construction projects here 
and in Central America.
Saturday, December 7 .............10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.

Have you been missing our emails? Add info@bostonbuildingresources.com  
to your contacts to ensure that they land in your inbox.



Fred Sullivan specializes in the restoration and weather-
sealing of historic windows and stained-glass windows 
in eastern Massachusetts and Rhode Island, including 
schools, churches, and other historic buildings.
Steve Gentile has been in the window restoration 
business for more than 20 years, specializing in 
restoring and weatherizing double-hung windows. His 
company is Arborway Restoration.
Saturday, November 16  
with Fred Sullivan ...................10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.
Saturday, December 14  
with Steve Gentile ..................10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.

Wood Restoration with Epoxy
Is rotted wood plaguing your windowsills, sashes, 
porch decking, column bases, wood gutters, or 
siding? With Flex-Tec epoxy, you can repair these 
areas without replacing the wood. It remains resilient 
and flexible so it can expand and contract with the 

Tiling
Gain a broad working knowledge of tiling, from 
subfloor to grout. Learn about ceramic and stone 
tiling, including materials, layout, cutting, and 
installation. Applications in bathrooms and kitchens 
will be addressed, and hands-on training will help 
participants learn tile-setting techniques. Whether 
you have a tiling project in mind or just want to better 
understand how tiles stay up on the walls, this class will 
stick with you!

Tom Fernandes is the principal of HTR Construction 
in Bedford. He is a skilled carpenter and project 
designer who brings a background in design and 
architecture to his work.
Saturday, October 26 ..............10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.

Using a Router
A router is a versatile woodworking tool that is used 
to shape and to produce finished edges. You can 
also use it to produce cutaways, holes, and contours. 
This class will cover the basics of the router, safety 
considerations, typical uses, and how different jigs and 
bits can be used in a wide variety of projects.
Raymond Borsman has been in the construction 
business for more than 30 years. He has taught 
numerous carpentry and construction classes and has 
led community groups in construction projects here 
and in Central America.
Saturday, November 2 .............10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.

Installing Storm Windows
High-quality storm windows and doors can go a long 
way to reducing energy loss in your home without 
compromising the home’s architectural style. With the 
right tools and an understanding of how to proceed, a 
homeowner can do the work him- or herself.
Wenes Negreli is the owner of Elite Company, a 
construction company specializing in windows, storm 

windows, replacement windows and doors, and home 
remodeling work. He has been working with BBR’s 
installed sales for more than five years.
Saturday, November 9 .............9:30 a.m.–11:30 p.m.

Bathroom Remodeling
The bathroom may be a small space, but having a nice 
(or not so nice) bathroom can have an outsize impact 
on your daily quality of life. Bathroom renovations 
involve many decisions that balance budget concerns 
with the features you want. This workshop will cover 
choices of materials, doing it yourself or hiring a 
contractor, and ways to build in accessibility, safety, 
ease of cleaning and maintenance, and water savings. 
Gain a general overview of what is involved and how 
much time and money you should be prepared to 
spend.
Tom Fernandes is the principal of HTR Construction 
in Bedford. He is a skilled carpenter and project 
designer who brings a background in design and 
architecture to his work.
Saturday, November 9 .............10:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.

Working with a Contractor:  
two-part workshop
Don’t let your home improvement project become 
a horror story. This workshop will help you avoid 
common pitfalls so that the end result of your project 
is in line with your expectations for both quality and 
budget. In Part 1, you will learn about how to define 
your own expectations for the work you need and 
how to find, evaluate, and choose a contractor, with a 
particular focus on maintaining good communication. 
In Part 2, we will discuss written contracts, change 
orders, schedules, budget, and requirements such 
as licensing, permits, zoning, inspections, and 
insurance. There will be plenty of time for discussion. 
Participants must enroll in both Parts 1 and 2.
Paul Kiefer has more than 20 years of experience as 
a woodworking contractor. He previously worked at 
BBR, coordinating deconstruction services for the 
Reuse Center.
Saturday, November 16 ...........9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Saturday, November 30 ...........9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.

Window Rehab
Make your home’s original windows work properly 
again! Instead of replacing older wood windows, 
learn to repair them and make them energy-efficient 
without compromising your home’s architectural style. 
Through demonstration and some hands-on, learn to 
disassemble double-hung windows, replace ropes, and 
install weather-stripping. Discuss methods to restore 
sashes and reinforce loose joints.

surrounding wood to stand the test of time. This 
hands-on workshop will include how to handle, 
apply, and shape this product for use in a variety of 
applications.
Steve Gentile has been in the window restoration 
business for more than 20 years, specializing in 
restoring and weatherizing double-hung windows. His 
company is Arborway Restoration.
Saturday, November 30 ...........10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.

Heating Systems—Simplified
Many homeowners think of a heating system as “the 
monster in the basement,” but, in reality, heating 
systems are not as intimidating as they may seem. In 
this class, we’ll cover hot water, forced hot air, and 
steam systems. We’ll explain how the furnace or boiler 
generates heat and how it is transported to your living 
area. You’ll receive answers to questions such as, 
“Why are some rooms in my house cold and others 
hot?” and “What is that banging I hear when the heat 
comes on?” We’ll also discuss ways to improve energy 
efficiency, review the cost-effectiveness of insulating 
pipes, and demonstrate how to do preventive 
maintenance and adjustments.
Brad White is a mechanical engineer in Boston with 
more than 35 years of experience in the design of 
HVAC systems. Brad is a registered Professional 
Engineer, a LEED accredited professional, certified 
energy manager and certified energy auditor (CEM 
and CEA) with the Association of Energy Engineers, 
and has been a valued BBR workshop teacher for 
many years.
Saturday, December 7 ...............9:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m.

Creative Wood Projects
This advanced class is for those who have already 
taken the Table Saw Magic and Using a Router classes, 
or who have equivalent experience with these tools. 
Putting together the use of the table saw and router, 
participants will learn techniques that can be applied 
to making creative projects such as tables, shelves, 
racks, or stands. Participants are encouraged to bring 
in their own router or wood material to work on.
Raymond Borsman has been in the construction 
business for more than 30 years. He has taught 
numerous carpentry and construction classes and has 
led community groups in construction projects here 
and in Central America.
Saturday, December 7 .............10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.
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Table Saw Magic: Casting Hexes, 
Cutting Circles, and Creating  
Raised Panels
Learn to use the table saw to do seemingly complex 
tasks. First we will cover basic parts of the tool and 
important safety considerations. We will then learn 
how to make a few jigs, and, with simple settings (and 
almost no measuring), we will work our charms.
Raymond Borsman has worked in construction for 
more than 30 years. He has taught carpentry and 
construction classes and led community groups in 
construction here and in Central America.
Saturday, October 5 ................10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.

Demystifying Plaster Repair
If you have an old house that has walls of lath and 
plaster, this is the workshop for you. Learn how to 
repair walls that are cracked, or where the plaster 
is pulling away from the lath, by using a bonding 
adhesive to reattach the plaster. We will learn how to 
assess problem areas, apply the adhesive, and finish 
the area for a smooth, even appearance.
Rory Brennan is owner of Big Wally’s Plaster Magic, 
based in Brattleboro, Vermont. He has been in 
business for 30 years and has been featured eight 
times on This Old House, including Ask This Old 
House.
Saturday, October 19 ..............10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.

Remodeling Older Homes
If you have an older home, learn how to preserve the 
character you love while also making updates to meet 
your needs. This workshop will offer tips on caring 
for an older home, including historic wood windows, 
approaches to large renovation projects, seasonal 
maintenance, ways to learn the history of your house, 
and paint color selection.
Sally Zimmerman is a preservation specialist and 
director of the Historic Homeowner Program at 
Historic New England.
Saturday, October 26 ..............9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.

Workshop Schedule
September
 21 Kitchen Design, Part 1 2:00–4:30
 28 Window Reglazing & Glass Replacement 10:00–2:00
 28 Kitchen Design, Part 2 2:00–4:30
October
 5 Table Saw Magic 10:00–2:00
 19 Plaster Repair 10:00–2:00
 26 Remodeling Older Homes  9:30–12:30
 26 Tiling 10:00–2:00

November
 2 Using a Router 10:00–2:00
 9 Installing Storm Windows 9:30–11:30
 9 Bathroom Remodeling 10:00-1:00
 16 Working with a Contractor, Part 1 9:30–12:30
 16 Window Rehab 10:00–2:00
 30 Working with a Contractor, Part 2 9:30–12:30
 30 Wood Restoration with Epoxy 10:00–2:00
December
 7 Heating Systems—Simplified  9:30–1:30
 7 Creative Wood Projects 10:00–2:00
 14 Window Rehab 10:00–2:00
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Workshop Policies
Participants may register for classes online at  
www.bostonbuildingresources.com/workshops, in person, or 
by phone (617-442-2262, ext. 1). Payment must be made 
at the time of registration. Cash, checks and credit cards are 
accepted. If you are unable to attend and wish to cancel your 
registration, you may do so under the following conditions:

1. If at least one week (seven days) or more before the class, 
you may receive a refund, less a $5 registration fee.

2. If cancellation occurs by 4:30 p.m. on the Tuesday before  
the class, you may receive a class credit, less a $5 
registration fee.

3. All other cancellations are nonrefundable and 
nontransferable.

Fees

 Standard Plus General 
Workshop Member Member* Public

Remodeling Older Homes,  $55 $30 $85 
Bathroom Remodeling, 
Heating Systems

Window Reglazing, Table Saw,  $65 $40 $95 
Plaster, Tiling, Router, Storm  
Windows, Window Rehab, Epoxy, 
Creative Wood Projects

Kitchen Design, Working 
with a Contractor  $90 $60 $120

To register, visit www.bostonbuildingresources.com/workshops or call 617-442-2262, ext. 1.

Kitchen Design 
(two-part workshop)
The kitchen is the heart of one’s home, and this 
two-part workshop will cover everything you need to 
know to design a kitchen that fits your lifestyle. In 
Part 1, we start with a basic floor plan and cover the 
many variables that must be considered: appliance 
standards, door and window openings, storage 
needs, and more. In Part 2, we examine cabinets 
and countertops—materials, styles, and price ranges. 
Participants may submit floor plans of their individual 
projects, and several will be examined in greater detail 
as time allows.
Patrick Shaughnessy is a kitchen designer at BBR. 
He has been designing kitchens since 2007, where 
he brings his experience working in kitchens as a 
professional chef.
Part 1: Saturday, September 21 ........ 2:00–4:30 p.m.
Part 2: Saturday, September 28 ........ 2:00–4:30 p.m.

Window Reglazing and  
Glass Replacement
Replacing a broken 
windowpane can be a 
very satisfying part of 
restoring an older window 
and will go a long way to 
making your home look 
its best. In this hands-
on workshop, you will 
learn how to remove old 
glazing putty, prepare 
the sash, and secure the 
new glass pane in place with points and fresh glazing. 
Participants should bring in a window sash to work on.
Vincent Dorio has been a carpenter for more than 20 
years. He has worked on small and large remodeling 
projects as a carpenter, supervisor, and manager. He is 
now the Receiver for the Reuse Center at BBR.
Saturday, September 28 .........................10:00–2:00

Jono Martin / Creative Commons

Please feel free to park on Terrace Street  
when attending a workshop. The weekday two-hour  

parking limit is not in effect on Saturdays.


